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Create Better Compositions by DesignThe path to better painting begins with "Mastering

Composition." This effective guide blends clear, visual instruction with 5 step-by-step

demonstrations to show you how to plan and paint your best work yet.Composition is the key, and

here you'll learn to design paintings with new skill and confidence. It all begins with the armature or

structure of the picture plane. Every great painting has one, and you'll see through several famous

examples exactly how the Old Masters used armatures to create movement, narrative, harmony

and fluidity. Based on these examples, you'll practice what you've learned following a series of

hands-on demonstrations.Once you understand the basic principles of design, you'll be amazed at

how quickly and effectively your compositions come together. Soon you will be painting more boldly

and confidently than ever before with less reworking and overworking.Whether you're a beginner

looking for basic instruction or a more advanced painter troubleshooting a specific problem, the

proven methods in this book will work for you. Ideal for all mediums, "Mastering Composition" gives

you the knowledge you need to create powerful paintings out of every subject.
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Artist and author Ian Roberts has given us a gem of a book with his recently published "Mastering

Composition." This book is an outgrowth of two events in Roberts life. As a child, Canadian Roberts

joined his dad and his dad's artist friends on an annual plein aire painting trip to the United States.

At the end of each day, the painters discussed and criticized one another's work. Much of the

discussion centered on composition - "foregrounds were too cluttered," what works for the eye in the



painting, and what does not.Then, later, as a professional artist and teacher, he noticed that most of

his students created paintings that were superficial and "looked like postcards." He decided to focus

on getting his students to use their creative core and think "behind" the subject matter: "think first

about shapes, their arrangement in the picture plane; and the visual flow being created in the

painting.""Mastering Composition," according to Roberts, could have just as easily been titled,

"Shapes, Shapes, and Shapes" with the subtitle, "Their arrangement, interaction, and flow on the

picture plane."The book begins with an excellent discourse on what composition is and how one can

use the book to grow as an artist. He is insistent on self-directed study which includes doing one

composition (sketch) per day for one year. The book is very well written, includes practical rules to

follow, and is illustrated with plenty of before and after demonstrations, as well as examples from

Masters of the 19th and 20th Century.
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